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ter to that patt 5 which by Degrees growing inflam’d,
about a Week afterwards he fell into the Small Pox ;
and that he has fince frequently converfed with fuch as
were fick of that Diftemper. He fays alfo five or fix
more at leaft of his Schoolfellows made the like Expc-
riment on themfelves, atthe fame time, with the like
Succefs.

I have fince talk’d with feveral more, who made
the like Experiments on themfelves, fome twenty,
fome fixteen, &c. Yearsago : who all pofitively afe
firm, they never had the Small Pox a fecond time.

Haverford Wefl,
Nov. 23. 1722,

Perrot Williams,

VIL. Part of a Letrer from the fame Learned and
Ingenious Gentleman, upon the fame Subjet, to
Dr. Jurin, R.S. Secret.

go into the Country, as foon asI had the Fa-

vour of yours of Fan. 22. prevented my re-
turning an Anfwer fooner to the Querics you are
pleas’d to propofe.

I havelittle to add to what I have already men-
tion’d to Dr. Brady, concerning the manner of com-
municating the Small Pox, more than that Mr. Qwex
was about fifteen Years of Age, when he made the
Experiment on himfelf, and that he queftionlefs had
the genuine Small Pox ; the Signs of em on his Face,
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2, and

TH E Bufinefs of my Profeffion obliging me to
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and the Mark on his Hand, where he apply’d the
Matter, being ftill {o very vifible, as to put that mat-
ter beyond Difpute. The Phyfician, who then at-
tended him, is dead. Tho’ I can’t pretend to remem-
ber how many inform’d me of their procuring the Di-
ftemper in this manmer; yet I can aver, that within
the compafs of twenty Years laft paft, I have been
{0 often affured of the Truth of it, not by Children,
but grown Perfons of undoubted Credit, that I am en-
tirely fatisfied it has been an immemorial Cuftom in
thefe Parts; and not only practifed by Boys when at
School, but alfo by many others of both Sexes more
advanced in Years, and confequently capable of di-
ftinguithing the Small Pox from other Diftempers.
There are now living, in this Town and Neighbour-
hood, five or fix Perions, who undoubtedly had that
Diftemper after taking the forefaid Method to infect
themfelves; one of whom, a young Woman aged 23,
told me (fince I received your Letter) that, about 8 or
9 Years ago, in order to infect herfelf, {he held twenty

ocky Scabs (taken from one towards the latter end
of the Diftemper) in the hollow of her Hand, a confi-
derable time ; that about ten or twelve Days after-
wards fhe ficken’d, and had upwards of thirty large Pu-
ftules in her Face, and other Parts; and that fthe has
fince freely converfed with fuch as have had the Small
Pox on them.

To make it appear that Inoculation is a fufficient
Prefervative againft receiving the Small Pox a fecond
time; about fix Weeks ago, I caufed my two Boys,
who had been inoculated this laft Summer, not only
to fee, but even to handle a Child, dying of a moit
malignant fort of Small Pox; who notwithftanding, 1
thank God, continue in perfet Health.

Upon
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Upon a very exact Inquiry I find, that out of 227,
who have had the Small Pox in the natural way, in
this Town and a neighbouring Parifh, fince the Begin.
ning of Fune laft, 52 have died.

Haverford Wef?,
Feb.2. 172:,

Perrot I illiams.,
POSTSCRIPT.

Juft as T was concluding my Letter, being fent for
by a Gentleman about fix Miles off, (where I faw two
very melancholy Inftances of the Severity of the con-
fluent Small Pox) he took an occafion to inform me,
that a near Neighbour of his caus’d his Son, about ten
Years of Age, near three Weeks ago, to buy (as he
term’d it) the Small Pox, after the manner I defcribed
in my firft Letter to Dr. Brady. Carefully viewing
the Boy, I found him recovering from the diftin&t Kind
of that Diftemper, having not had, asI could perceive,
above 40 pretty large Puftules, which were then dry-
ing off. Had I not been fcanted in Time, I queftion
not but I fhould have been able to have given a great
many Inftances of the like Nature ; but the hurry I
have been continually in, ever fince I receiv’d yours,
muft be my Apology, for that Deficiency, as well as
the Uncorreénefs of this Letter.
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